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front of far more fans in the state of Arkansas than any other team in the nation. The Sun Belt Conference has never had a team in the final Top 20 of NCAA attendance as A-State had in 2009. Still, even after all that success, A-State has a resume that's second to only two other teams nationally. Can the second-place standing last year stand in 2011? The
20,203 fans who packed Dowdy-Ficklen Stadium on Nov. 26 will try to find out. Fans have begun purchasing advance tickets on the A-State website for the Nov. 27 contest with Troy, which, despite having just one win over an FBS opponent, ranks among the favorites in the conference. A-State averaged more than 10,000 fans at its home games in 2009,

the Sun Belt's first year of existence, and that number increased to about 13,000 fans a game in 2010. Last year, the defending Sun Belt champion Arkansas State was 9-3. "We know that's the exception not the norm," said A-State head coach Bryan Harsin. "It is what it is, you have to deal with it. It's difficult to deal with but you deal with it. "You expect it.
The universities that are in the conference have a lot of national exposure and those are the marquee games. It's what it is. We just have to deal with it." As predicted, the Sun Belt's regular season champion will likely be in the same place as it was last year, in the No. 2 or No. 3 spot according to the preseason poll. That'll be the fourth time that A-State has

been in the preseason Top 10 in the last four years. Arkansas State again has seen its ticket sales on a conference-wide basis drop. In 2010, the average attendance at home games at A-State was 13,732 fans. That number fell to 13,564 in 2009 and 13,248 in 2008. By comparison, the average 82138339de
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